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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


‘Chat’ records a talk with Mr. Stead on book 
Referring to the, in our judgment, odious 
of modern novels, he surprises us by saying that 
nO object to it. It is only human to he attracted 
be says. Putting together Homer and Rider 
what acta from each on the 
7 Bat, putting aside Homer and 
I may tell you that when | wasa little boy I was 
fond of seeing pigs killed!’ This is sufficiently 
—and rather more than enough: and we can 
that Mr. Stead wasin one of his exaggerated and 
Tf not, we commend to him one of his 
*Ye must be born again.’ 


reader but the 


1 


Rider 


2 1 


4 d ph Moses, in ‘The American Journal of 
liscusses the curious speculation (is it only a 
n J that communities may become insane as well 
and for similar reasons and with similar 
; the insanity taking the form of monomania 
ted emotion of some kind. The individual 
not deranged in such a case, but the general 
notion is. He says :— 
Z insanity is in its nature and manifestations exactly 
ial madness, inasmuch as it consists in the inability 
s of men to think and act with regard to certain 
with the facts of nature, the actual conditions 
4 of the world. A vicious and indis- 
of ideas is formed by some strong popular 
ene selfish desire, or by a sense of fear, which 
bf the mind to all the facts which conflict with 


has the key to this undoubted fact. 
fear, are all as communicable as con- 
with as little connection with reason or 
there is the tremendous influence of 
Punseen. — 
present, when resentment, pride, 
may run like an epidemic through the 
5 important that everyone should 
a and the reason alert. England 
in need of that for the next few months. 


is of the clerical party in America to 
into the public schools are 
0 efforts to keep the schools free 
We observe that our 

very much — — the 
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aad P n 
1596. |> Seweracer. | Pace Tworesce 
It nimtory 5 written in th tar) A hea rte MA 
t $ kd * 
is — an ot E t af it hime D ail 
160 wd ae w& you thi pe le to i ara very 
4 l 
: vat ave you dy r Italy“ What have you done 
for Spain? For cewtaries you have kept in y ur hands, ot poar 
dinere a, at your echo), th „ rent na nn TE fy AA 
among the illustrious, What have you bne for them T 
tell you. Thanks to you. Italy “ein n bhòt 
$ i ly. wh nam fy isan who thinks 
Cau any Hunger promrane ut in cre mef ds — 
Italy, trv other genius and of natie * a array) r 
all the universe all the mat brilliant es oA dase the 
arta, Italy —which has taught t 7 . * s 
how to read Ya Italy ° f all the R Karvype, that 
where the emallest namber kr yw to 59 shy 
cently endowed Spain, wh Hut r 
first civilisation ; from the Araba her r — 
Providence, and in epi ya, » world, America- Spain, 
thanks to you, a yoke of st «x yoke A degradatum 


aml decay : Spain has bret this ret power w h it bed from 
i 7 2 
the Romans ; this genius of art which it had from the Arabs; 


T 


this we art it had f = Gad : 1 : 
via world which it had from God, and, in exchange i eai yji 


have myje it lowe, it hae recerved from 7 —1 AK [s irie 
z 
For the moment, great questions of State ve torner 
attention away from this question in Laglan⸗ at it ya there 
all the same Spiritualists would do well to think it oat 


Apart from the general bearings of t npeation 

to theological difficulties, we are stron inclined to think 
that the teaching of the Bible in any ene is rather helpful 
to our cause than otherwise. We believe that Bible teach 


ing usually means telling a Bible story, and, as nine oo 


ten Bible stories are purely Spiritualist stories, we stand 
gain Sut whether that should influence our opinion on 
the general merits is another matter. We entirely fail to 
see the justice or right policy of teaching any wrt of 


Theology in the nation’s schools. 


An old and respected correspondent of ours,in Australia, 
writing in ‘The Harbinger of Light,’ tells the following 
bright little story. It is no wonder that the subject of it 
felt it to be very convincing :— 

After staying in England for some months, we came home 
through America, and, when in Sen Francisco, we saw in a news- 
test medium. We 


paper the name of Mrs. Ada Foye as 
should like to have « 


called upom her and told her that 
sitting, which she accorded at once. She then gave us somè 
slips of writing-paper and told as to write the names of any 
spirit friends we might wish to have communications from. 
She left the room before we wrote the names. 
the slipa of payer, after we had written the names on them, into 
little pellets as she had wished us to do, and put them ina 
little pile on the table. When she retarned to the err che 
seated herself on the apposite side of the table to us with the 
little pile of pelleta between us. Then taking up one of the 
pellets she ssid, ‘Is the spirit whose name is on this paper 
present!’ Immediately three strong reps were heard. She 
then sid, ‘If you bere any mewage to give will you please 
write it through my hand!’ Her hand then commenced to 
write, but with this peculiarity, that the writing was from right 
left, and all the words were spelt backward. We call read 
messages, but with some difficulty. 
1 had written the name of s sister who had 
shout four years of age, and was buried near Totnes 


We doubled 
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in England. When in England my two nicces who were with 
me went with teh sisters, who were living in England, to see 
the grave of their sister Bowie. The mesago written through 
the hand of Mra. Foye was, ‘1 was very pleased that you went 
tx see my grave when you were in England ; I was there too, 
and saw all four of you." When the pellet was opened thare 
was the name ‘Sister Bessie’ on it, It could hardly have been 
a guess; we were totally unknown ta the melium, and it is not 
a commen thing for fur sisters to be standing around another 
sister's grave. Ah, bat mind reading ! well. let it go at that, but 
how abwut the next! Thad written on one of my pellets the 
name of an old friend, David Power. He gave me this message, 
* Your friends at heme are all well and will be glad to see you, 
amd so will the little dogs.’ Now we had a little pack of terriers 
at home, four or five, bat how was Mra. Foye to even guess 
this! As for uw nd rewding, it is hardly likely we were thinking 
ent little dogs jase then. My belief is this—that my friend, 
being an honest man, went to see how our friends were before 
he gare his message, and when there mw the little dogs, and 
mentioned them to let as know that he had been to our home. 
All wer other friends whose names we had written on the bits 
of paper gare as cach some meagh, just enough to prove their 
identity. We heft Mrs. Foye with the full belief that we had 
been in the company of an bonest and truthful woman. 

We resched bome, and have since that time, now eleven 
your, through the mediumship of those living in the house and 
cosina] visitors, received hendreds, even thousands of 
mewages, mont of them too private for publication, bat all with 
one tetdency—tryimg to make our lives something better; 
telling us that the great evil of the world is selfishness ; that 
the only way to be happy is tò try and make others so ; that 
while here wo are buikling war future homes ; then they tell us 
they are cunstantly with as, helping us when we need it; to 
have mo fear of death, ss that is the gateway to œ higher 
ami better life ; and thst when the change comes to each there 
will be a loving welcome from those who have gone before. 


We bold that there is something to learn from every 
soccemful thing in the world, from the Pope of Home to 
MA and Sankey,—from Father Ignaties to General 
Booth,—from a saint like Tolstoy to a sinner 
bere mme grace of wnderness and there 
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warfare upon the old ground and invade new In the spirit a 
Jesus Christ, aguresxion becomes a soldier's de light, for in nir 
cases out of ten Victory crowns the faith and the effort by whi 


it is inspired! Go on, comrades ' 


Will English Spiritualists, will London Spiritu 
ever feel like that 


EUSAPIA PALADINO. 


The following important letters in regard to the Can 
bridge fiasco are published this month in the ‘Uebersinnliche 
Wolt’ The first is addressed by Dr. Oliver Lodge to the 
Secretary of the Berlin ‘Sphinx Alliance’ in reply to an 
inquiry from that gentleman, and the second is from 
Professor Ercole Chiaia to Dr. Ochorowiez, and has been 
sent in duplicate by its writer to the Countess Mainardi 
for publication through the same channel. Professor 
Chiaia’s communication is a long one, and we have space 
only for those portions having direct bearing on one parti 
cular phase of the question involved, although the whole 
letter is of great interest. 


DR. LODGES LETTER. 


Guove Pann, LIVERPOOL, 
November 2nd, 1895 
Dran Stn,—Eusapia has shown that she employs art mee ind 
deceives ; so much is certain. She has, just as certainly, shown 
that she can cause genuine phenomena, That is my opinion 
We have now to consider the question : What does the 
deceit denote, and why is it so frequently present! That isa 
very complicated question, and hard to answer. It is a question 
which only those can answer who possess large experience in 
these matters. I am not one of those, and only such have a 
right to formulate an opinion about it. 
Dr. Ochorowiez, Mr. Crookes, and other well-known persons 
understand these things better than most others. Yours truly, 
Otten J. Loner. 


PROFESSOR CHIALA'S LETTER. 


Navies, 

Odlaber 2nd, 1895. 
Dran Dx. Ocnonowicz,—I hasten to send you my best 
thanks for your kind letter of 24th ult., in which you tell me of 
the failure of the Cambridge experiments. Although this 
information is very unpleasant to me, it was not unexpected, 
for it is not the first time such interludes have occurred. 
poan — a period of ten years, during which I have almost 
daily experimented with Eusspis, I have had not only negative, 
bat even contradictory, results. At first my confidence wan very 


put to = severe test, and very often I was exasperat- 
deerived at the very instant when I could have convinced 
— eterna — of the medium, who became an 
absolutely passive instrument of an unseen intelligence who was 

a there, and called himself John. This force, or this 
. . — call it, can, when the sarrounding» 
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he conceived to be a similar deception. She replied that 
r did not believe her, and efter 
words of reproach, threatened to have nothing more 

o do with the experiments. Immediately afterwards she 
Gin, the trance condition, and in that state broke into 
convulsive laughter. After a few moments she began to 
peak to the Professor in very pure Italian. She cannot 
do this in her ordinary life, as she speaks only 
capolitan dialect. The drift of the speech was to reproach 
D . Ohħiais for his obstinate unbelief in the trustworthiness 
of the medium after having had so many proofs of it. 
owards the end of his letter Dr. Chinia says: The fotare 
‘will show how thoroughly true is all I have told you, and 
then pee will have found the key to those apparent son- 
tradic in mediumistic phenomena.’ In his communi- 
cation to the Countess Mainardi he says: ‘Do not low 
{ truth will triumph, slowly, perhaps, but surely.’ 


— 


CAPTAIN ABNEY ON ‘ SPOOK-PHOTOS.’ 


ape interest has recently been excited in photographic 
es by telegrams received from Vienna announcing that 
Professor Réntgen had discovered a method by which light 
mys, or rather actinic rays, can be made to pass through 
ordinarily regarded as opaque, and to affect 
ensitive plates without the intervention of lenses. Captain 
Abney, one of the first authorities on the subject in this 
itry, interviewed by a representative of the West- 

er Gazette,’ said: ‘There is no new principle involved 
is discovery, It has long been known that by the 
tion of heat rays—to employ a popular term —sub- 
„ opaque to ordinary light can be penetrated. 
tgen seems merely to have proved more clearly than 
t what applies to radiations at the ultra-red part 
um applies also to the radiations at the ultra- 
I do not expect that it will lead to any startling 
is whatever in photography.’ 
enough the ‘ Westminster’ representative 
elf of this favourable opportunity of drawing 
í on the question of spirit photography, 

is somewhat surprising that, being himself so sure 
ere he felt it in any degree necemary 
n confirmed, even by Captain Abney :-— 
d will be a fresh instrument, at any rate in 
spook quack, won't it! I hear that amateurs 
are already claiming priority of invention on behalf of 
ks wh sre supposes] to have given us photographs 
ves without the intervention of camera and plate.’ 

Abr much as that famous tiger might have 
* the suggestion. For Captain Abney, 
Aful to sey, is the sworn enemy of this 
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‘OLD DIARY LEAVES" * 


aes 

We could review Colne] Oloustt's ‘O14 Diary Leaves’ with 
more pleasure had he refrained from making ill-netured thrusts 
We expected larger-nindedness {roan one who 


snd eho 


a Spirit usliem. 
was for many years e sincere believer in the spirita, 
wes intimate with many leading Spiritualicte twenty yours agn, 
incloding our own Stainton Moses. The Theomyphical Society 
came from the womb of Spiritualism, and was nomed at ite 
breast; bat as soon as it wes weaned it beyan to revile ite 
parent, and it has not yet outgrown that ogly habit. It almwet 
ene that abuse of Spiritaslian is now regarded by god 
Thèosophists sa a proof of tros Thewopby, as — m the 
erw is looked upon in Chins a» a sign of honest Boddhien. 
We write this more in sorrow than in ao Fer, 4 — shall not dwell 
upon this grave flaw in a very interesting narrative. 

Although written in diary form. ‘Old Diary Leaves’ haw a 
kind of cross division into chapters, exch purporting to deal 
with a separate subject ; bat the fact ia, that the beak treats 
of three main things, which crop up promiscuously all throogh 
ita pages ; and when all seoundary matter has been diceected 
away, these three things are found to be ao intertwined that it 
is imposible to deal with them separately. They are : The early 
history of the Theosophical Society ; the personality and * paychic 
powers’ of Madame Blavatsky; and Colonel Olcott's own 
development in Theosophical grace. Hur notice of ‘Old Diary 
Leaves will, therefure, have to be, like the book itself, - 
what discursive. 

First of all we mast compliment Colonel Oleott on his 
honesty and courage. There can be no doubt that he has written 
in the interests of truth; and he has consequently hed to face 
the determined opposition uf ther members of his Society lew 
straightforward than himself. He says, for instance, iv his 
* Foreword ' :— 

I have pursued my present task to ite completion, despite 
the fact that some of my mest inf uential colleagues have, frora 
what I consider mistaken loyalty to H. P. B. secretly tried to 
destroy my influence, ruin my repatation, re educe the cireulo- 
tion of my magazine, and prevent the publicativn of my book, 
Confidential earnings bave been circulated amsimst me, amd 
the current numbers of the * Theosophist * have been remeyred 


from Branch reading-room tables. 

In the first chapter the author telly how be male the 
acyuaintance of Madame Blavateky at Chittenden, Vermont, 
where they both had gone to see the marvelluus materihastione 
in the Eddy homestead. II. P. B. was sitting at the dining- 
table chatting with a French Canadian lady: 

My eye was fit attracted by a scarlet Garibaldian shirt 
the former wore. . Her hair was then a thick blond 
mop, worn shorter than the shoaldera, snd it stood out from 


ber head, silken-soft nnd crinkled at the roots like the fleece 
of a Cotswold ewe. It wae a maeuve Colmack face, 


trasting estion of power, culture. and imperious- 
ae ga > t the — 2 door-ull, I bir ered iw 
Kappes, * Good gracious ! louk at that specimen, wil youl’ 
The two Founder soon ruck up an acquaintance, as 
fellow-Spiritualists, and Colonel Oloxtt pute it beyond doubt 
that at this time Madame Blavatsky wrote, spoke, and acted 
as à Spiritualist pure and simple, although she sfterwards ex- 
plained all this away to his satisfaction, by declaring that the 
Mahatma ordered her todimemble. Madame Blavatsky was at 
this time attended by John King. who mid he was the * earth- 
haunting soul’ of Sir Henry Morgan, and showed bin- eff to 
Colonel Olcott, spoke to him, and frequently wrote him letters 
in a quaint handwriting, using ‘queer vid English expressions.’ 
The Colonel sys, I thought it a veritable John King then, for 
its personality had Leen as convincingly proved to me, I fancied, 
as anybody could hare asked’ ; but he now thinks it ‘proved’ that 
John King was a — elemental, worked by her like s 
— i mai as a help towards my education.” The 
nf is of a rather carios quality ; it consists of s sabauquent 
tin fect, I have found the 


Sep encom pale “ Scrapbook,” 
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obeying, as she said, the orders of certain Masters of Wisdom, 
who teach that ‘there is no religion higher than truth.“ 
Colonel Olentt is by far the most important witness for Madame 
Blavatsky, and his credibility is, therefore, a vital consideration. 
“Old Diary Leaves.’ while it affords strong ene of his good 
faith, gives us indubitalle proof that he is not to be too readily 
credited as a witness— good faith and credibility being, as every- 
one knows, two totally diferent things. 

Colonel Olcott's testimony is vitiated by the fact that for 
years he was under Madame Blavatsky's hypnotic influence, 
Net only does be in namerons places in his book confess that 
she could make him see, feel, hear, whatever she chose by 
hypactic inhibition and stimulation of his senses—in Eastern 
parisnce, by the Maya, - hut. moreover, he 
drags in this explanation for her phenomena in cases in 
which, to Spiritualists, it soems in the lest degree forced 
and unsstixfactory. A lamp, for example, rises by itself 
from the table and deposits itself on the sideboard ; Colonel 
Olcott hastens to explain that Madame Blavatsky bad, no doubt, 
made the pemon who carried it across the room invisible to 
those present’ Surely, this (unintentionally) makes Madame 
Blavatsky outa wretched trickster and completely unreliable. 
Phenomens such as the shove are, be «ys, * Miracles no 
longer, since we have bad the scientists prove te us the possi- 
bility of inhibition of the seases of sight, hearing, touch, and 
smell by mere hypnotic suggestion.” True: but ‘the 
scientists” have also proved that a subject who is suggestible’ 
in regard te the senses, is no less so in regard to the intellect ; 
„de sho is sufficiently under hypnotic control to be made to 
perceive what does not exist, can with equal case be made to 
believe, and steadfastly hes. things which are utterly untrue. 
Tt is im the latter sesso that we have alweys understood the 
assertion that Colonel ett was *parebologised’ by Madame 
Blevatsky, an amertion which ‘Oid Diary Leaves’ seems 
entirely to conSrm. 

The unfortunate thing for his readers is tha: Colupel Olcott, 


creation of 


js 


Malse Blaratky’s mediumship, When, for example, she 
produced frum the ‘Akash,’ or clawhere, banches wf 
luscious grapes- which Colonel Olcott en immensely — 
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THE ORIGIN OF SPIRITUALISM. 


Ry Quesror Vire. 


I 


Allaw me to correct a printer's error which appoa 
second column of my letter on p- 612 (December Zlet), I 


to say that our experiment in hypnotism, Ke, Were th 


sion entailed in our subortinate plane and mode, by the media 


tion, through the human operators, of the same thought-unit 
or thought-process, or thought-retlection, which was radiat 
from the operators in transcendent states, who ar 
(not imitators as printed) of the phenomena we call Spiritual 


Hypnotic phenomens are, in fact, the equivalent and corr 
yi Í 


expression on this subontinate plane to what Spiritualist; 


phenomena are to a higher plane. 

My presentation is based on the inherency of knowing an 
being, or of consciousness and life, and on the fact re 
in modern thought, that there is no law in the partial oi 
ordinate which is not first in the transcendent and supre 
hich is not in lesd thal w tired proces in it. In other w 
the process of the universal is present in es eh of ite unit 


is represented in mode correlated to the state. Consequ 


by stadlying its process, as oxpresssed in the microcow, v SAY 


obtain an 

macros. 
Now we know that in the processs of the ultimation of lif 

iè., of conseious-selves, life is communicated from relat 


ippreheasion with regard to its process 


transcendent and etherial states, into this physical and material 


plane, and that this communication or mediation pr 
throngh selves (parents) already occupying this physical p! 
and who are thas usel as converting relays for the transmis 
outwards of life from a higher to a lower state (inner to 


Tt has been discovered that the same law applies to ever Ë 


cell in the hamsa body. Ses Schifer’s * Histology, on Kary 
kin 41 » 

This process in the human self is bat a represeatation in this 
plane and mode of the process by which all selves proceed ou 
wards from plane to plane, or state to state, in their macro- 
cosmic circuit of becoming. 

The modern recognition of the inherency of knowing and 
being (thought an life) entails that the process with regard to 
either or both aspects must be identical in mode. And this 
logical necessity finds its confirmation in the examination of the 
thought-process sa occurring in intuition, or in the present ation 
of thought from within (as distinguished from sense-relatinns, or 
the presentation of thinking from without. .. from subordinate 
We find that such thinking is entailed by the presenta- 
tion of thoaghts from 2 proximately transcendent source and 
mode te the pormal, empirical cosscioumew. But such 
presentation implies mediation, ft., transference, COmMunica- 
tion, and reception, as the pre-condition of mental conception, 
equally s+ much so ss is the case in life-conception and 
— Perception in the tbought-process (metaphysics! 

4 
—ä— es 


appears to be as much sejuentia! 
mtal conception, as generation is sub- 
oa conception in life-gestation. In 
reaction, sod entails an 
s transcendent to a sebordinate 
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mediation or transference of life and thoughts (living- 
communicated from selves in the supreme, central 
pertaining tô our macrocosmic universe ; mediated out- 
nls through selves occupying intermediate states till subse- 
tly to and through us, and again from us into still more 
dinate modes, fe, animal, vegetable, and mineral. Conse- 
ly, man's surroundings reflect man's image, because man 
cots the image of gods (in subordinate mode and manner). 

Tt is thie eternal flux, or transference, or mediation that 
tii L involution, which is the sole cause of and necessary 
ition of evolution. Evolution is but an effect and a 
jon, which begins at the lowest point in the return 
or at the turning point in the great circuit of becoming, 

s negative pole. The evolutionist school only deal with 
of the problem of being ; that of the ascending cirenit ; 
effects. They ignore the logical pre-condition of effecta, 
mination and its source ; or the source of the ‘ design 
the evidences and expressions of which they discuss. 
bvolution is but the unfolding into explication of the design 
we shown to be implicit in the life constituting its field. and 
“+ primarily radiated from the god state of our special 
; carrying inherently the determination which entails its 

ve explication in all the planes it traverses on its out- 
cuit of involution and its return circuit of evolution ; 
as it does through living relays in whom it entails 
and who serve as converting - transmitters in 
from plane to plane, or state to state, both on its 
d and on its return circuit. It is this involutionary and 
ry circuit that is the implication in the alchemical 
b coagulate and transmute, or fix the volatile and 
a the fixed. 

Will be seen from the above that it is the gods in the 
‘contral state pertaining to our particular universe 
he sole determiners of man’s individual and racial pro- 
i the sole determiners of the process now evolving, 
if power and control, by which the selves in the 
i o discreted states of being in our universe, are 
: 80 — upon as to have their representative appari- 
bles projected and transferred for them into the 
s of being, and thus enabled to commune with the 
we evolved into other states, or modes of being, 
circuit of becoming. 

made for ‘adepts that they control the destinies 
1 progress of races, and initiated Spiritual - 
be seen, atheistic and chaotic. It is but the 
— higher planes of the human postulate of free- 
f concomitantly separateness of being—chaos). 
found that the claim to adeptship, &c., is 
y schools who postulate individual free-will. 

r n and mediation of life from the supreme 
e circumferential states, include and flow through 
—— recognise and apprehend their dependence 
puree, and those who claim independent, i.e, 
; even as the sun shines on sint and 
sathinking and becoming to the separatists, 
el as to the unifiers, and, but for its 
m, they would instantly cease to be. This 
ey — of representative appari- 
3 in its recipients, both in ‘those who 
tify, as also in those who merely 
i have not the frankness to acknow- 


oe, 


Sai 
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kayas and Adepta cannot control the destinies of races, yet they 
may and do misguide 
own particular followers in subordmate states, 


and misdeter mine the progre sof their 
But such fallacies can only exist in personal states, that is, 
either mn th ` 


and the stat 


in states of divided (in appearance) being, i. e., 
state—the subsequent disearnate earth plane, 
subse “quent to the s cond death proce T he panas ¢ from that 
plane entails re-equilibration, ic, reuniting in du Ki unity ; the 
nd sun, or 


alchemical marriage of silver and gold, of mom 


wisdom and love In that state no such — can exist, 
Denial is replaced by identification. 


claims of adepts curry in themselves the 


Hence the preposterous 
inherent evidence that 


their state ia one of personal, ie., dirid I. limited being, and 


demonstrate be youd question that the y åo not, and cannot, 
occupy A ħighe r Mate than the one subse quent to the wes tvs 
death (if even they have evolved so far, which is in no » ay 
certain), and that they have not entered that state of re-equili 


bration in which the inherency of knowing and being 


masculine and feminine) is no longer merel 


actual and identified, from wh 


becomes 


reliable revelations be communicated ; by thought-transference. 
(To he continued.) 


CONGRESS OF GEAMAN OOCCULTISTS. 


We have much pleas ire in ac eding to the reque * to 

give publicity to the following :— 

Invitation TO a Sosocen ts BERLIN ON THE COC AMION OF THE 
Gueat ÍnposreraL Exwiertios at Warreceris, 146% 
On the Great Industrial Exhibi 

Erster Congress Deutscher Ocgultisten (First Cor 

German Occultists) will be held in Berlin during 

week, 1596, under the auspices of the Scientific Association, 

‘Sphinx.’ All friends of the cause, and seekers after truth, are 


occasion of the 


Whiteaan 


invited to join, and we hope and « Xpect that those who take 
part in the proceedings will be very numerous 

Trustworthy test nediums of all nations, who intend visiting 
Serlin at that time, are urnently reqa ed to give demonstra- 


this Congres. Mr Max 


Awocwmticn. 


tions of their gif ta to the members of 
Rahn, the permanent secretary of the Scientific 

‘Sphinx,’ and Editor of the monthly Review Die Uebersin nl: he 
Welt,’ Berlin N. Eberswalderstrame No, 16, Portal I. ia willing 
to arrange séances for such mediums as w * prove their trust- 
worthiness and the genuineness of the phenomena, in a prenons 
test-aéance. Mr. Rahn will alo readi ies give all necessary in- 
formation for a stay in Berlin, e pecially i in regard to reaeonable 
board and lodging, and w deavour to be of pe 
as far as possible, to visitors who sp ply to 
Mediums who are dir: of going to Berlin and patting 
selves at the disposal of the Con gress members should at once 
inform Mr. Rahn of their intention and send him a German 
description of their transcendent gifts together with testimonials 
and photos. 

Signed by the Committee of the Scien 
‘Sphinx’ :— 

Dr. Phil. Friedrich Dorr, Dr. Med. Hoesch. Max Rahn, Jul. 
Stossmeister, Carl Aug. Hager, Aug. Weinholtz, Lorenz Olden- 
berg. Referendar Badenstedt, Pfarrer Max Gubalke, Rittmeister 
Pfeifer. 


ne al service, 
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SPIRITUALISM MAKES FOR PEACE. 


The Old Year closed and the New Year opens with all 
our Christmas music turned to mockery, and all our adora- 
tion of The Prince of Peace’ smitten with the suggestion 
of cant. It is true that the great majority of English 
people are keeping their tempers, and it is, perhaps, as true 
that millions of industrious and simple-minded Americans, 
Germans, and Frenchmen wish for nothing but permission 
to dig and deive and hammer in peace: but the rulers, 
the professional fighters, the money-grubbers, the hungry 
breed of adventurers shame Christendom, and gladden the 
wicked heart of whatever Devil there is on the other side. 

It becomes every good man and woman to ask, Under 
what banner am I serving! and for what do I stand? This 


soul. But there must and will be ‘varying degrees.’ It is 
not true that opinions make no difference, that trusts 
determine no ideals in these great matters of the spirit. 
Our dream of God, our outlook upon man, our expectations 
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spirit finds its way to us, we find the richest and de 


TEPES pe 
possibilities of Nature, and possess the very earth as N 


as ourselves in finer ways. wall 

So then it follows that the Spiritualist is for peace, and 
for the things which make for peace. 
from the gorilla tempers and to pass beyond the gorilla 
stages, and to tind the highlands of life where the growling 
over the carcase against all comers is exchanged for the 
The gorilla 
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amities and co-operations of a Brotherhood. 
does not understand surrender, or arbitration, 
promise, or neighbourly putting one’s-self in another’s place 
and judging of things from his point of view: but all this 
ought to be elementary to the Spiritualist. 

There was as much common-sense as religion in St. 
Paul's saying, ‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 
self-control.’ Of course. These are the things that belong 
to the Spirit; and there are regions where they are all in 
all,—where the gorilla stages are done with for ever, with 
all their bitter fruits of the flesh. ‘Whence come wars and 
fightings ?’ asked the Apostle James. And he gave the 
answer. They come from your lusts : they come from covet- 
ing: they come from wanting things and asking for things 
in a wrong spirit: they come from that spirit which is 
‘earthly, sensual, and devilish’: and then happens that 
which Paul foretold, ‘If ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. And 
this is the awful lesson the world is learning to-day: and 
bitter and heavy is the price it will have to pay. 

There are three principal causes of strife in the world, 
the being impelled by evil or merely animal passions ; ex- 
cessive eagerness for gain; and inordinate love of authority. 
To the first of these our remarks have been mainly directed. 
From the second, excessive eagerness for gain, we are chielly 
suffering just now. The race for territory and for wealth 
is the cause of every one of our urgent difficulties. That is 
because we rate external possessions at so high a value, —a 
sensuous and vulgar thing to do, marking our only partial 
emancipation from the gorilla stage, with its casus belli over a 
bone. The third cause of strife, inordinate love of authority, is 
no new source of miseryin the world. The wise Jesus observed 
it in his day: Ve know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. Not so shall it be among you: but he who would 
become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever 
would be first among you shall be your slave.’ There is the 
ideal,—the ideal of Jesus and ours,—the very life and soul 
of our Spiritualism : not sentimental, utopian, unpractical ; 
but the rock, standing on which alone, shall the Human 
Race find the Bond of Brotherhood and be saved. 

———————— —— 


i LONDON SPIRFTUALIGT ALLIANCE. 


Asal Meeting of Members of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, for ‘Tea and Cotfee, Music, and Talk,’ will be held 
mee we St. James's Hall (entrance 
y), 457 p.m, for 7. 30, on Friday next, January 
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ADDRESS BY MRS. WALLIS. 


On Thursday evening, the 9th inst, in the French 
Drawing-room, St, James's Hall, Mrs. M. II. Wallis, of 
Manchester, delivered an inspirational address on the sub 
ject of ‘ Spiritual C ¿ts to the members and friends of the 
London Spiritualiy Alliance. This was the first occasion 
upon which Mrs. Vallis has lectured under the auspices of 
the Alliance, and a large audience attended, 

Mu, N. Dawson Rocens (the President) took the chair, as 
usual, and in the course of some introductory remarks, referred 
to the repute Mrs. Wallis had gained as a speaker, Although 
he had never before heard her lecture, he thought they might 
anticipate a discourse from which they would derive both 
pleasure and instruction. 

Mars. Warts then addressed the meeting. She commenced 
by referring to the fact that the spiritual nature of man is 
becoming understood but very slowly, and emphasised the need 
for a recognition of the perfect naturalness of spiritual gifts, 
Nature was quite wide enough to embrace all of man's conscious- 
ness and the powers, both physical and spiritual, which he 
manifested. Sho deprecated any tendency to unduly exalt the 

of spiritual gifts, since such faculties were no more 
sacred than the gift of painting or of oratory. The true value 
of all such gifts could be best appraised by a consideration of 
the uses to which they were put. In this connection it was 
necessary also to recognise the fact that (in virtue of their very 
naturalness) spiritual gifts were often possessed by persons of 
little moral calibre, who were not infrequently inclined to 
debase themselves and degrade their gifts. It was thus seen 
that the possession of such faculties did not imply that the 
was either good and true or otherwise. In the early 
days ot the modern movement of Spiritualism it was frequently 
the m when a person had gained conviction through the 
instrumentality of some medium to immediately place that 
um on a pedestal, and, metaphorically speaking, to 
wn and worship the individual thus exalted. When, 
(as was frequently the case), the medium ox- 
ted evidences of ordinary human frailty then there was 
ly a reaction, The medium was denounced, an out- 
s raised regarding ‘evil spirits,’ and mediumship was 
natised as an evil thing, Concurrently there was the ten- 
to relieve the medium from all responsibility and to think 
t because the medium could be influenced, therefore that in- 
se was continually felt. and was to be held accountable for 
y actions of that medium’s life. Happily, however, these 
ms were being set aside in favour of more reasonable views 
natur of mediumship, Dealing more particularly with 
phase of the subject. the lecturer said that the medium was 
h, not made. The inherent power was always there, 
h it might be dependent on the opportunity for manifes- 
while development and the careful exercise of the gift 
be requi l to facilitate its expression. An individual 
gifted with psychical powers, but unless the oppor- 
anii f roso for their manifestation, the possessor of such 
rould be unconscious of the fact. 
peaker then alluded to the very imperfect knowledge 
n yot prevailed regarding the true nature of medium- 
ght gather week after week in somo particular 
t intercourse, but although the conditions might 
the same on every occasion, they would possibly 
le at one sitting marvellous manifestations might 
her time not the faintest sign of the presence of 
ould be evoked. Various explanations might 
sunt for this, ‘The conditions required for a 
were of so subtle a nature that the most 
i had to be taken into account, Disro- 
hygienic rules, the influence of persons 
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giving indications of their existence to thosa whom they had (for 
a time) left behind, So it might ecour sometimes that these 
spirit beings would not feel qutticient interest in mortal affairs 
to surrender, even fora period, the exalted pursuits of their own 
plane of being, in order to take up the arduous work of over 
coming the obstacles involved in the task of holding communion 
with their fellows on earth, which too often might only mean the 
gratification of a circle of wonder-seekers, 

Dealing with the gradations in mediumistic development, 

the lecturer referred to the fact that in many cases where the 
medial powers were of a limited character the subjective mani 
featations evoked were often explicable without reference to tho 
action of outside intelligences, The action of some powerful 
mind in the circle, or even the action of the mediam'’s own 
psychical nature, was in some instances quite sufficient to explain 
all that occurred, The lecturer then alluded to the immense 
value of mediumship as a means of furnishing evidence of n 
future existence, and of providing conselations for the 
bereaved. It was not, however, always wise for persons 
to desire mediumehip. The possession of spiritual gifts 
did not always conduce to mental and moral unfold 
ment; oceasionally the reverse was the case, and the 
development of medial powers opened the door to malignant 
influences from the undeveloped dwellers in the unseen. This 
was peculiarly the case with persons of an intensely negative 
and susceptible temperament, The great thing (said the speaker) 
which it is necessary for man to recognise is his responsibility to 
himself, and we would say to mediums and to those pomessed of 
spiritual gifta, * Be yourself, realise your responsibilities, and if 
you feel that the posession of mediumship is likely to work you 
harın, to make you less able to resist temptation, less able to 
overcome your difficulties, have as little to do with it as possible, 
determine that you will live your own lives and do the best you 
can with the means at your command,’ \s regarded 
mediums themselves, the lecturer dwelt on the necessity for 
a medium to be mentally and morally as much benefited by the 
truths presented through his instrumentality as those persons 
to whom such truths were directly presented, * We hold,’ said 
the speaker, that it is as much incumbent on a controlling 
spirit to help the medium as to help other individuals, and if the 
medium’s development is retarded by such association, it would 
be better for the medium that it should be withdrawn,’ 
Mediumship was variable in its growth, Sometimes it was a 
matter of slow and painful unfoldment ; in other cases it 
seumed to spring suddenly into activity, 

Dealing generally with the various classes of spiritual gifts 
and their utility, the speaker said, Hon shall these gifts be 
exercised, how shall the evidence be given from the other side 
of life?’ In the quietude of home, round the family altar, 
where the evidence of the presence of the unseen friends could 
be afforded through the instrumentality of some inmate of the 
home this, it was suggested, was the moat satisfactory method, 
But the speaker was far from suggesting that this should be the 
limit to the exereise of spiritual powers, They had to consider 
the many in the outer world who longed for a knowledge of the 
truth those who needed a demonstration of the facts of spirit 
intercourse, that their interest might be aroused and their 
attention centred on the great truth of immortality. 

The lecturer then referred to the unwisdom of permitting 
incompetent and partially developed mediums to become public 
exponents of the faota of mediumship, Such mediums should be 
as far as posible restricted to the home circle or a circle of 
friends. Alluding to the occasional fiaseos in connection with 
séances and the tendency to blame the medium for any failure, 
the speaker drew attention to the responsibility resting upon 
the sitters, who were sometimes as much to blame for unsue- 
cossful results an the medium. Some persons (whos very 
presence at a circle was sufficient to render abortive any effort 
to obtain phenomena) were in the habit of boasting that 
Spiritualistic marvels did not occur when they were present, 
a fact which they seemed to regard as indicative of their 
superior acumen and vigilance. Such permons were in the 
habit of regarding Spiritualista ax a credulous body of 
people, easily imposed upon; but they forgot one signiti- 

cant fact, viz, that the Spiritualists were not Spiritualists 
at first, but the facts they encountered had been too much 
and they had had to submit to the overpower- 
000 prenence to the atrictures passed 
ms, the l remarked that it was all very well to 
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so should the sitters. After a plea for gentle and considerate 
treatment of mediums, in virtue of their sensitiveness, their 
temptations, the frequently exhausting character of their work, 
and the generally harsh judgments passed upon them by the 
world at large, the lecture was concluded with a peroration of 
considerable fluency and force, and Mrs. Wallis sat down amid 
applause. 

Subsequently che gave a series of clairvoyant delineations, 
which were noteworthy for their vividness and minuteness of 
detail. Several of these descriptions were recognised at once, 
and before the meeting closed, when the persons addressed had 
had a little time for reflection, nearly all of them were ac- 
knowledged to have been correct, The Chairman then proposed 
the usual vote of thanks, which was cheerfully accorded. 

Pianoforte solos from Mendelssohn and Chopin were given 
during the evening by Miss H. Withall. 

Sin. — At the St. James's Hall meeting on Thursday evening 
lust. Mrs. Wallis described a spirit form standing in front of a 
gentleman, who failed to recognise any of the details given. 

A lady, a friend of mine, was sitting immediately in front of 
the gentleman referred to, and recognised every detail of the 
description personal appearance, characteristics, age at death, 
time of death, Ke. She also distinctly ‘sensed’ the presence 
of the spirit just before Mrs. Wallis gave the description. 

Is it not possible that the clairvoyant addressed herself to 
the wrong person! 


January 13th, 1896. Jons Kiysmay. 


ASTROLOGY AND THE FOREIGN AND COLONIAL CRISIS. 


The following letter, by our esteemed correspondent, C C. M., 
appeared in the Westminster Gazette’ of the 10th inst.. 

Sm,—The Press usually makes merry over the failures of 
astrological prophets ; perhaps from the notorious candour of 
the Westminster Gazette some credit may be conceded to 
them on account of the following forecasts :— 

*Zadkiel’s Almanac’ for 1896, published in September or 
October last, says, concerning the figure for the entry of the 
sun into Capricorn (December 22nd, 1895), yoverning the 
ensuing quarter :— 

Tue quadrature of the moon with Mars would be of serious 
import but for the position of Jupiter, for it would presignify 
the imminence of war. As Jupiter is so powerful [in the figure 
for the meridian of London), any dispute with a foreign nation 
— ei a rano to 


weet take, from the same Almanac for 1895, under 
December. the following, founded on the positions at the new 
moon of December 16th last : In the latter half of this month 
- + . colonial affairs will ve beset with difficulties. anda 
blow is likely to bo — the power of Great Britain,’ 
„)ůBñ; 
Now turn to · — r 
ace — — founded on the 
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RECORD OF A TEST SEANCE WITH MRS THEKLA HEINE 


The following is a translation from the ‘ Uebersinnliche 
Welt’ of the record of a séance held with Mrs. Heine at the 
instance of the Berlin ‘Sphinx Alliance, 
October 12th, 1895. 
persons present, namely, Herr M. F. Sebalt, editor of the 


on the evening of 


The record is signed by the ten 


‘Deutsche Warte’: Herr Max Rahn, editor of the Ueber. 
sinnliche Welt’; Herr Meyer, a Berlin advocate; the Rev, 
Max Gubalke and Mrs. Gubalke ; Dr. Friedrich Dörr ; Herr 


Manteuffel 


séance was 


von 
The 


The phenomena 


A. Weinholtz; Criminal Commissary 
Professor B., and Captain D. Pfeifer. 
held in the house of Captain D. Pfeifer. 
obtained, though in themselves of a somewhat ordinary 
kind, are rendered significant by the seemingly complete 
character of the precautions adopted to prove the genuine 
ness of the manifestations : — 

An iron tent was erected in a large room, and covered with 
thick green baize hangings. The door of the apartment was 
sealed, and the chairs of the company arranged in a semicircle 
around the tent. For the séance light, 
lamp was employed, a bright light being placed behind a com- 
municating door the opening of which allowed a flood of light to 
be obtained. One photographic apparatus was so placed that 
its lens swept the inside of the tent, while a second was 
stationed outside the circle of sitters, and focussed on the tent 
entrance. The medium was previously, in an adjoining chamber, 
examined by the clergyman’s wife in so thorough a fashion, and 
in accordance with agreed upon instructions, that no search of 
the person and habiliments could be more complete. Her 
clothing and pockets were then fastened to the chair which had 
been placed in the tent and all knots, &c., secured with lead 
seals. A cord was led from the hand fasteninys to the floor, 
and was there secured to the carpet, while at the request of 
those present who were sceptically inclined, her hair was 
also made fast to the chair-back by lead-sealed cords, so that 
head, hands, and feet could not approach each other, nor slip 
from their lead-sealed fastenings. 

Herr Rahn then magnetised the medium, and set going the 
clock provided for timing the occurrence of the phenomena. 
The communicating door, which admitted the white light, was 
then closed, and the red lamp yielded sufficient to enable all 
present to note each other's movements, or those of the medium 
in the cabinet. 

The following are the phenomena obtained, with the times of 
their occurrence. (After each, and when the medium gave the 
signal, the door admitting the white light was opened, the 
cabinet curtain drawn aside, the changes noted, the fastenings 
examined, the curtain closed, the white light shut out, and a 
photograph taken in darkness.) 

(1) at 8.29. A little wooden dumb-bell lifted from the lap to 
the mouth. 

(2) at 8.31. An earring was found in the hair. 

(3) at 8.34. The other earring hung open on the back fastening 
between two lead seals. 

(4) at 8.38. The hair was undone. 

(5) at 8.40. A trance speech to the lawyer Herr Meyer, whom 
the controlling intelligence recognised. 

(6) at 8.42. The watch found in the hair, which was again 
done up. 

at 8.44. Medium asked sitters to make a chain (join hands). 
* 46. On the suggestion of Herr Rahn, an arm and 
bag GA hand fastening were unexpectedly released, 
As. leaving the seals intact; the sitters foun] it 

impossible to replace them. 

. All fastenings were cut, and the medium photo- 
by red light ; then she was seated in 
of the cabinet, having the upper part of 
ly concealed by the curtain. Professor 
0 d en von Manteuffel, the Criminal 
ssary, held her hands. 
hair laid in the lap. 
went into the cabinet 
5 on the medium’s head. 

ly held, as before. 


a red photogray hie 
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(18) Rappings occurred on the chair in the cabinet and 
outside on the sideboard, two metres distant 
from the nearest sitter. 

(14) The red light was extinguished, and an attempt 
made to take a photograph in complete 
darkness (this failed). 

(15) at 9.38. The medium stepped in front of the cabinet. and 
related her visions to those present. Two 
magnesium lights were used during the speech, 
but the speaker was in no way disturbed. At 
the end of her address the medium sank back, 
and was lifted by Herr Rahn, She was 
awakened at 10.8. 


MORE MARVELS. 
‘THE PASSAGE OF MATTER THROUGH MATTER. 


Among the various phases of phenomena wrought by spirit 
power during the last half-century to demonstrate its actuality 
and to convince mankind that there is something in the universe 
besides matter as generally conceived of, one of the most aston- 
ishing and inexplicable is that known as the passage of matter 
through matter, which, of course, materialistically considered, is 
anabsolute impossibility, except in the case of passing solids 
through liquids or gases. I will not wait to speculate on how 

done or offer any theory as an explanation : one thing is 
certain, that it does take place if our senses are of any 
orth, and L will give afew notable examples that have come 
my Own observation, or of which I have become cognisant 
i trustworthy authority. 
mtion was frst called to the subject many years ago 
in Dale Owen's ‘ Footfalls on the Boundary of 
‘orld,’ a case of Haunting in Scotland, one of the 
which was that things (notably a pepper-box) put 
U beside the fireplace, came tumbling down the 
al Eh there was no communication between them. 
dught must be a mistake, appearing to my unsophisti- 
as absolutely impossible. I thought the same, some 
fter, when I heard Dr. Ferguson telling some scien- 
n, who had been invited to witness a preliminary 
Bor the Davenports at the Hanover-square Rooms, 
bodies of the mediums were bound round with ropes 
would be taken off. This appeared to me to be im- 
ad I dare say the learned gentlemen were of the same 
although I never witnessed the experiment, as they 
fiin and in that fashion while I was present, I have no 
be done, for I have known their waistcoats come 
rneath their coats and fall at their feet still 
a watch in one pocket and the chain affixed to the 
| them said to me, in a sort of confidential way, 
y I know not, * You know the spirits can strip 
inganything.’ The phenomenon in question 
in a marked degree at the Davenports' séances. 
be taken off in a twinkling while their wrists 
rand aflixed to the back rail of a chair with a 
not, and another coat, offered by some one 
put on with like rapidity. On one occasion, 
saw the coat suddenly transferred to the 
lum, who was sitting at the opposite side 
ut on inside out. The stranger's coat would 
that it could only with difficulty be got off. 
pver-square Room a gentleman brought 
d permission to tie one of the mediums 
tof which was to see if he could free 

“After an elaborate tying, knots being 
4 were fastened and the final knot, 
is sealed. On the light being 
lium was found to be free, the 
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been taken from the box without being opened, for it stood in 
full sight all the time in a well-lighted room. The passing of 
iron rings and chair rails on thearms of persons, while holding 
the hands of the medium, was of common occurrence at the 
séances of Herne and Williams, and Dr. Wyld testifies to a ring 
of his providing, that was too small to go over the hand, being 
placed round the wrist of Mr. Husk, and probably it is there now. 
When Mr. Herne visited me at Eastbourne, the phenomenon 
which usually takes place in the dark took place in the light. 
We had joined hands preparatory to turning off the gas, whena 
gentleman holding the hand of the medium, called attention to 
a chair hanging on to his arm. This was his first experience in 
Spiritual matters, and when questioned as to whether he was sure 
it was not there when he joined hands, asserted most emphatically 
that he was sure it was not, for he saw it standing some little 
distance off. What does it? When at the Eddys’ I had an 
experience that answered the question. I was sitting beside the 
medium and a spirit hand and arm came from behind, in a line 
between our heads. Two iron rings were handed up to the 
spirit, who took them behind us. Take hold of my hand,’ said 
the medium. I did so, and the next minute I felt a shock at my 
elbows, and both rings were round my arm. A lamp was burn- 
ing right in front, and we were sitting against the outer wall of 
the house, a storey above ground. 

A remarkable séance which I give on the authority of our 
friend, Mr. J. J. Morse, will serve asa suitable climax to the 
above interesting incidents. When Mr. Morse was first 
developed as a medium he lived with Mr. Burns in 
Southampton - row. One hot summer's afternoon, he 
was told (I don't know in what way) by ‘John King’ 
to go with Mrs. Burns to Herne and Williams, who 
were at that time living together in Lamb’s Conduit-street. 
After consultation together they decided to go, although they 
could not conceive what the object was. On arriving at the 
residence of the mediums, the door was opened by Williams, 
who, on account of the heat, had discarded his coat. Mr. Morse 
explained that they had come at the instance of ‘John King,’ 
but had no idea what for. They were told by Williams to come 
up stairs, and on arriving in the front sitting-room they were 
surprised to find money falling from the ceiling, which, on being 
collected, Williams said was the amount he had in a box in the 
room above, and on examination the box was found to be empty. 
The four (the two mediums, and Mr. Morse and Mrs. Burns) then 
went into the back room, a small room used for séances, and 
containing nothing but a table and a few chairs. They closed 
the dvor, and the room was in darkness. Presently some heavy 
object was heard to fall on the table, which was found to be a 
flower-pot with a flower in it, which had been taken from the 
window-sill of the front room, the saucer on which it stood 
still remaining there. They thought that was pretty well for a 
beginning, but that was nothing to what was to follow. On 
returning to the séance room, and sitting round the table in 
darkness, something soft was felt resting on their heads, the 
nature of which they were at a loss to divine. On getting from 
underneath and opening the door, it was found to be a large 
feather bed, which had been brought from the front room 
above. After their astonishment had somewhat subsided, 
Williams and Herne proceeded to carry the bed upstairs to its 
place. They had not been gone long when Herne was heard 
calling: For God's sake, come up, they have taken Williams 
away.’ A search was made, but no Williams was to be found. 
A voice was then heard (that of John King’): ‘Go into the 
séance room and we will bring him back. They went. There 
was no one in the room and no place for anyone to be secreted. 
The door was closed and they sat in darkness. Presently one 
side of the room appeared to open in a funnel-shaped aperture, 
and something white was seen approaching. Then a 
bump was heard, and on the door being opened to let 
in sufficient light, Mr. Williams was discovered sitting 
on the floor where the noise was heard, and the white 
that was seen was his shirt-front. I give these facts 
just as they were given to me by Mr. Morse svon after they 
occurred, and I don’t see how he could have been deceived with 
regard to any item in this wonderful display of spirit power. 
Were I to offer any explanation of these astounding phenomena 
it would bea very simple one. I should say that matter was 
something the nature and properties of which we do not under- 
stand, and that spirits, under certain conditions, can manipulate 


nd an exercise of will-power. All the explanations I have 
through mediums tend rather to mystify than te 


—— 
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elucidate, and aro Very unsatisfactory. Perhaps it was the 
tault of the mediums, for the spirits ought to know how it is 
done. Bat, however this may be, these phenomena are not 
only very interesting, but of the highest iinportance, for, as the 
late Profesor Boutlerof, of the University of St. Petersburg, 
says: ‘Our ohl notions about the essential nature of matter 
We in the hight of the actuality of these facts, and new 
ideas prosent themselves of the endless variety of degrees and 
forms of existence.’ 

Bast hourne Rontar Cooren. 


AN ANNIVERSARY SEANCE. 

T have pleasure in recording some particulars of a séance 
heli by Mrs Annie Mellon at her residence, on Octobar 12th 
hast, in commemorstion of the evening on which she was so 
unjustly treated just twelve months before. Mrs. Mellon held 
this «dance, as abe had held every other since her painful experi- 
ence, without any «reen or curtain of whatsoever desorption, 
sitting facing the circle, in full view of all present, whilst a 
good light shone upon her, and the least movement on her part 
was thus distinctly vieble. The medium, moreover, was in a 
normal condition throaghout the whole of the séance, joining us 
in our singing and conversation. 

Assembled by kind invitation at the residence of Mrs. 
Mellon, the sitters, eight in number, took their seats in the 


then muditied by the ase of a dark reddish globe, which caused a 
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festation. I then took the liberty of putting to Geordie u 
following questions 

* Do you know what evening this is, Geordiv 

* Vos, doctor,’ was the prompt reply; ‘it is the anniversa 
of the evening on which my medium suffered the moe 
humiliating outrage.’ 

* Well, Geonlie, T ask you, in the name of God, truth, ar 
honour, te tell us whether your medium did commit any trickery 
or deception in any shape or form on that particular o vening i 
question * 

No, doctor. certainly not; if there was any trickery, 1 
was not on her part. bat on the part of her enemies ! 

It would be useless to attempt to impart to your readers any 
mloquate conception of the feelings of those who witnessed this 
séance and heard Geontie’s very emphatic statement, and saw 
Mrs. Mellon's evident gratifieation, Furthermore, | may add 
that there was no possible room for doubt as to the genuineness 
of the phenomena on the part of anyone present on this evening, 
and I stake my honour on the truthfulness of this statement of 
what occurred. 

A. O. G. Srorpevr, M.A., Ph.D. 

Sydney, N. S. W., Australia, 

December Ist, 1895. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


| The Diitor is eat responsible for opinions expressed à 
and gumeiimes publishes what he does not ayree 
Presenting riers that may elicit discussion 


An Apology and an Explanation 

Sin. Would you kindly depart from your usual and highly 
satisfactory custom of filling your columns with philosophical and 
spiritual matter, and spare me a corner somewhere amongst your 
ordinary snnouncements, to convey my apology to such of your 
readers as may have seen in a late issue that I was to speak at 
the Cavendish Rooms, London, next Sunday, an appointment. 
however, which I cannot now fulfil! 

I should not have thought it worth while to ask for spice to 
make such s commonplace statement as that, were there not 4 
somewhat curious spiritual matter connected with the inchlent 
of my failure to appear at the Cavendish Rooms on the 1%h 
inst., the narrative of which may interest the seekers into 
the peculiar relations by which spirits and mortals hold com- 
munion with esch other. I must premise, however, that I hal 
no invitation from the Cavendish Rooms or any other London 
society ; but as there was a certain matter of business w hich I 
wished to transect in London about the 18th inst., and as I had 
purposely declined to make any engagement for the 1%h, I 
wrote to one of my dearest friends just before Christmas, in- 
viting myself to spesk on the 19th of this month at any London 
meeting which my friends could arrange. 

Although I received an answer to the effect that the matte: 
should be arranged, by a series of contrefemps —ehich it i 
unnecessary to relate—three weeks elapsed before I received 
a kind letter of invitation to speak at the Cavendish Rooms on 
the evening of Sunday, the 19th. Though our London friends 
net be aware fact, we sre à very fast people up here 

North, and that pot a single day of the intervening 
res weeks | peed without bringing me one, and often more 
me to mame the earliest possible 
g for the indomitable and enter- 
scietis, I became forcibly 
in Canada over a shoemaker's 
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thirdly, that I should never seek any engage- 

* my services at any place, or to any person, 
t the purpose of aiding some charitable or reformatory 
Now, I can confidently and conscientiously affirm that 
è tens of thousands of lectures I have given for 
iritialism—and that in many lands—I have never violated 
of these pledges until last December, when I foolishly 
a sought an engagement in London, and offered 
where I was not sought for. On this point I may 
fe tke a repentant child, never to do so again. 
e other points of the compact my conscience is even 
in clear, for whilst, at the solemn charge of the blessed 
Tiare again and again refused to go to pl aces where I 
quently, but assuredly, learned that my life would 
en endangered, hay destroyed, by preconcerted plans, in 
tances T have been goaded on by my noble spiritual 
to go on and on to scenes of apparent danger, con- 
and the most remorseless persecution ; scenes which 

mdod in triumph and victory for the Spiritual cause and 
and blessing for myself. Once again, then, I 
2 the good friends who kindly determined to 

meeting in London, as announced in Licutr’ and 
wi Be ay mos *; whilst to my beloved guides and inspirers 
aaa spheres I have only to add that the failure of 

y my own unsolicited offer of service—broken once 
ver again be repeated in this life. 


Esma Harprxer Brrrres. 


E. 


Psychic Photographs. 
eferring to the paragraph in which you sum up the 
found Table Talk on * Psychic Photography,’ we 
representing photographers) that there are a 
f of them in an interested but perfectly neutral 
regards this subject. For our own part, we have 
prepared to publish, as fully as possible, any 
tseemed likely to be of use to photographers, but 
lly abstained from stating any opinion as to the 
‘or otherwise of alleged ‘psychic’ photograms. 
most photographers with regard to this subject 
> be thoroughly irrational and unscientific, though 
that the wayin which the evidence has generally 
fore them is largely responsible for this attitude. 
ceive of any ‘psychic’ photograms that could, 
have any evidential value whatever, apart from 
ary evidence as to the conditions under which 
Therefore, it is useless for believers merely 
is,’ and expect by this means to convert sceptical 
* of Mr J. Traill Taylor. Mr. 
è friend of ours, and we knew a great 
nd the particulars which he published, 
that he has stated publicly any conclusion 
a testimony. The chief testimony, you 
given at a meeting of the London and 
hic Association, and certainly it was not 
> gentlemen present at the meeting. 
that we should do what we can 
è appointment of a small committee 
we think that the conditions 
of the discussion should cover 
| mot, and you can suggest any 
would be more satisfactory to 
ineed of the reality of psychic 
o fall in with them if it is at all 
subject leads us to think 
of greater success if the series 
; — photographers in 
If the results of tests 
Id then be much more 
We think that 
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end in the photographic investigator (who has in most cases 

been 4 believer in the possibility of such phenomena) making a 
demand to which the professional photographer indignantly re- 
fused to accede. Take a recent case, where a corre spondent of 
ours (an amateur photographer, and a Spiritualist) had several 
Sittings with his wife at the studio of a professional photo- 
grapher who is known to obtain ° psychic > The 
results were perfectly satisfactory until the amateur made the 
suggestion that he should be allowed to ph » tograph the photo- 
Erapher's backgrounds without any sitters in position. The 
photographer indignantly refused, and is therefore, rightly or 
wrongly, liable to be looked upon by all unprejudiced photo- 
graphers as practically a convicted fraud. 

In conclusion, if you can provide the conditions for exhaas- 
tive research, so faras the produc tion of the phenomena 15 on- 
cerned, we can 
number you like of men whose integrity and sound judgment 
will hardly be doubted, and who upen the 
experiment with the preliminary conviction that fraud existed, 
and that it was their duty to unearth it. 

Tun Eprrors or Tux Paorooram.’ 
Office of The Photogram.’ (H. Sxownes Warn.) 
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undertake to provide committee of any 


would not enter 


A Reply to Mr. Horatio Hunt. 
Sin,—Seeing by a letter which appeared in y 
December 14th that Mr. Horatio Hunt has taken up the weapon 
of argument against my recent exposure of spirit photography, 
I have considered it advisable, in support of my position and in 
the interests of truth and justice. 
on Mr. Hunt's communication 

Respecting the part enacted by the photogr ipher in the case 
at issue, I would respectfully inform Mr. Hunt that I have in 
my possession such facts as warrant me in using no less a drastic 
expression than Fraud 

With regard to the o opy from which the fraudulent speci- 
men was — I am fully aware that it was from an original 
and ordinary photo, painted and ‘touched up,’ as Mr. Hunt so 
aptly puts it; but at whose instigation I certainly do not 
If, as Mr. Hunt su gests, it 
the requirements of a person or persons interested 
Mr. Hunt's own words) in the matter of photography, whether 
Spiritual or material, there are many disadvantageous deductions 
to be derived from such a course, themselves 
apparent to every thoughtful individual, calculated to produce a 
very humiliating effect upon all who were in mixed up 
in the matter. 

The next question is, 
photo by mistake! 
ally ne. If such was the 
he account for the fact that 
written statement respecting the medium. who was 
when the photo was supposed 
form—a statement which, I 
devoid of foundation 

Mr. Hunt ssys that he 
dishonest action, Ke. I also reiterate these sentiments, and 
whilst never wishing to be unduly severe on any fellow creature, 
yet in every case (as in this one) in which, after carefully and 
judiciously weighing facts in the scales of justice, I find the 
balance preponderates on the wrong side, I shall never shirk 
what I consider a duty—to declare it. 

G. H. Viscext Goppaxp. 
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Was the photo exhibited as a spirit 


From facts in my possession I say emphatic- 

case, as Mr. Hunt suggests, how does 
on the back of the tph to was a 
present 
Spirit 


utterly 


to have been taken as a 


need scarcely say, was 
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Angio-Israelites. 

Sre,—May I ask whether, in the course of their researches, 
any of your readers have ever come across the theory of the 
Anglo-Israelites, the key to which lies in the belief that certain 
Hebrew prophets and seers foretold that Lost Israel’ (in con- 
tradistinction to Wandering Judsh" should after a — 
period be refound, and that, in proof of their identity, the 
should be 
An island nation, inhabiting the coasts of the carth ; 

A rich nation. lending to many, borrowing from none : 

That Israel should be as a lion, and have, as it were. the 
N 

‘the gates’ of her enemies ; 

of the everlasting hills ; 

they should dwell should be too 
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That they should spread abroad to the north aud to the 
south, and inherit the desolate regions. 

Many other signs of identity are named, but these must 
suffice for the moment ; my object being not so much to collect 
evidence as to call attention to a theory generally supposed to be 
held solely by * cranks,” but which seems to point to a possibility 
of there having been some wonderful seers among the Hebrew 
race; and if in these days of wider scientific knowlege we must 
object to hard and narrow doctrines of a tribal God, we can 
forgive them if they have been the means of preserving through 


centuries of darkness a valuable instance of * prevision.’ n 


The Munich Congress. 


Sin. — In your issue for December 2Ist you announce a 
Psychological Congress to be held at Munich in August ; and, 
among other objects, to discuss the theory of localisation.’ 
Among the names on the committee are Professors Sidgwick, 
Richet, Hitzig, and Schäfer. Of these, the last three are 
notorious vivisectors, whilst Professor Sidgwick is so far in 
favour of vivisection that, in 1889, he gave £1,500 towards 
erecting a Physivlogical Laboratory at Cambridge University. 

Considering these facts, and that the ‘theory of localisation ° 
is based on experiments on the brains of living animals, I beg 
to earnestly protest against such an unholy alliance. Vivisee- 
tion is, of all forms of cruelty, the most cruel and fiendish ; and, 
as Spiritualists, we ought to protest against cruelty, and avoid 
even appearing to countenance knowledge obtained by that 
means. Vivisectors claim that ‘the end justifies the means’ ; 
but, sir, if we admit that, where are we to draw the line? 
Machiavelli justified the Borgias in their crimes because there 
was an object for them. Torture and death in the cause of 
religion were justified in just the same way as they are now 

justified in the cause of science. It is a dangerous doctrine ! 

Schäfer and Hitzig have experimented on the brains of dogs, 
monkeys, rabbits, Ko., and a writer in the Spectator,’ June, 
1889, speaking of the mutilation of monkeys, says :— 


The horror of such researches is not limited to the direct 
pain they occasion, It will be found that they consisted in 
the gradual destruction of intelligence ; in the reduction of 
animated, happy, agile creatures to a condition of stupidity, 
terror, palsy, and blindness. It was not body, but mind, 
which was cruelly killed. Perception, volition, intelligence, 
and affection were obliterated piecemeal as the brains were 
sliced away. Claude Bernard confessed that he could not 
vivisect a monkey, finding its gestures too much like those of 
a human child in misery. But these English vivisectors 
betray no trace of such squeamishness ; they even describe 
the behaviour of their helpless victims with a certain jocosity, 
as if it were an amusing spectacle. 

I could name frightfully cruel experiments by Richet, but 
will refrain. 

Allow me to say, in conclusion, that, although many years 
have been spent in experimenting, and hundreds of thousands 
of dogs and other animals have died in agony—to ad vance science 
—the practical good to humanity is theoretical only, But were 
the amount of benefit to us really substantial, it would have 
been bought at too high a price, and be unjustifiable in the sight 
of God. 

Therefore, I protest against any alliance between the science 
of Spiritualism and vivisection. 

Nottingham. 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


23, DEVONSHIRE-ROAD, Forest HII, S.E.—On Sunday jag 
Mr. Robson gave an address on the teachings of Christ, showin. 
how Christ sacrificed himself for others. On Sunday next Mr. 
W. E. Long, at 7 p.m. I. B. : 

STRATFORD Sociery or Srrerrvaiers.—On Sunday last Mr 
Ronald Brailey gave an interesting trance address on, ~ What is 


Religion to a large audience. Mrs. Brailey also rendered a 
solo which was highly appreciated. On Sunday next Mr 
Veitch will occupy our platform. Mr. Savage will be the 
medium for Friday, at 8 p.m., prompt. — P. MacCattum, Hon, 
See. 


Caxpirr, St Jory’s HAL. -- On Sunday last the service was 
conducted by Mr. Adams, who gave an address upon * Death an 
Incident of Life.’ in which appropriate reference was made tothe 
‘passing on’ of Mr. Harry Silby, a young member much 
esteemed by all who knew him, and whose funeral obsequies 
were conducted in harmony with our philosophy by Messrs. E. 
Adams and G. H. Allen at the new cemetery, on Friday, LOth inst, 
a large number being present at the ceremony. Speaker next 
Sunday evening, Mr. S. Longville. — E.A. 

Norta Lonpon Spirirvauists’ Socrery, WELLINGTON 
Hart, Istrseroy.—On Sunday last an address was delivered 
by Mr. T. Everitt, who, in his usual genial and earnest manner, 
spoke on the Ethies of Spiritualism, as well as giving wondrous 
details of some personal experiences in phenomena proving the 
continuity of life. We thank him for his visit and address. He 
was followed by Mr. Adams, who spoke on * The Signs of the 
Times,’ as shown in the dying out of theological dogmas. Mr. 
A M. Rodger also gave a short address. Liar. The Two 
Worlds,’ and other literature, on sale at all our meetings.—F.B. 

Sourn Lonpon Sprrrevanists’ Misstox, Surrey Masonic 
Hart, CAMBERWELL New-roap.—The half-yearly report of the 
mission shows an increase in membership from eighty-three in 
June last to one hundred and thirty. The public services nre 
well attended and self-supporting and the financial statement 
records the receipts of the Mission as £90 15s., and expenditure 
£44 10s., leaving a balance in hand of £46 5s. The officers were, 
with a few exceptions, unanimously re-elected. The anniversary 
services will be held on Sunday, January 26th, at 11 a.m., 3 
p-m., and 6.30 p. m., when Mrs. Weidemeyer, Mrs. Bliss, Mr. 
and Mrs. Brenchley, Mr. Veitch, and other mediums and 
speakers have promised their assistance. Solos and musical 
selections will be given. Spiritualists are heartily invited to 
attend.—W. E. Lona, Leader. 

Cavenpisn Rooms, 51. Mortimer-strerr, W.—On Sunday 
evening last, to a crowded audience, Mr. J. Edwards, a member 
of the committee of the Marylebone Association, recounted some 
of his personal experiences as an investigator into the facts and 
phenomena of Spiritualism, dealing more particularly with 
those experiences which helped to determine his position with 

to the subject. Mr. Edwards had little or no recourse 

to rhetorical aids to give force to his narratives, but relied (and 
with success) on the strength afforded by simple and direct 
testimony. Certainly the evidential value (to himself at least) 
of some of Mr. Edwards’ experiences was very strong, and quite 
warranted the position he took up as a staunch and earnest 
Spiritualist. As tending to impart additional strength to the 
case presented by the speaker, it may be mentioned that a num- 
ber of the people referred to in his accounts of séances, &c., 
were present in the hall during his address. At the conclusion 
of Mr. Edwards’ remarks, Mr. Sherman, whose fine baritone 
voice has made him a popular contributor to the musical portion 
of these services, rendered a song (The Lily’), Miss Butter- 
worth, R. A. M, being the accompanist. Miss MacCreadie then 
gave a series of . delineations, prefaced by a few 
remarks by Sunshine,“ her control, who continues to display 
i ress in the use of the English language. Ter 
address, which was remarkable for aptness and good sense, was 
very received. As to the delineations, it was at first 
feared that showed an unfavourable proportion of unrecoy- 
nised descriptions, but this impression was dissipated when, 
the close of the service, several people came forward to 
peed to the correctness of descriptions which at first had 
been unrecognised or ar A striking example of 

pee gir atthe eat HE ine’ of a man who had 
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